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colour. Here and there granite and sandstone chips appear in the layer. This layer corresponds to the
actual constructional activity of the temple. The brick wall and the debris accrued in this trench occupy
vertically layers 5, 4 and 3. Since layer 3 covers the debris part, this layer does not show any sign
of brickbats. It is significant to note that the first phase of activity of construction of the temple as
evidenced by five courses of bricks, is covered by layer 4 of about 15 cm. thickness, over which the second
phase of activity of brick construction as evidenced by the bricks of 26 X 18 X 8 cm. size is noticed. It
is interspersed here and there by bricks of larger size (33 X 24 x 7 cm.) indicating the reutilisation of the
bricks of earlier period. The intervening layer that separates the two activities is significantly seen all
along the slopy wall in this trench. Accoiding to the statement of villagers, about 150 years ago one
Sri Adibhatla Seetharamayya, had removed regularly dressed stcne blocks ftom this place and utilised
them in the construction of a sluice to this 'Lingam cheruvu5 to control the water flow for the
purpose of agriculture. If this is correct, the] slopiness may indicate that, formerly this acted as a
foundation for the stone steps that lead into the tank on the back of Siva temple. Layer 5 further contains
bigger boulders laid beneath brick courses probably to strengthen the foundation for the steps. Layer
5 yielded three potshreds, which seem to be characteristic of this layer, since it yielded no other
pottery type. It is also significant that in the upper layers the presence of the above potsherds has
not recurred.

Trench 2 - A2 : The second trench was laid by the side of the above trench, measuring 4 X 4 m
In this trench only four layers have been exposed to a depth of 1 m. Leaving humus, layer I is indicated
by a thin deposit cf minute gravelly brownish loose earth. Layer 2 consists of redd'sh-brown loose
iarthwith bigger gravel (moirum), measuring 18cm. across. Layer 3 consists of brownish-black earth
slightly loose with small granules. This layer measures 25 cm. deposit corresponding to layer 4 of the
first tiench. Layer 4 consists of thick deposit cf compact earth, with sandstone chips as seen in
layer 5 of Trench 1, Layer 5 has not been exposed. The brick debris occurs in the layer 4.
This trench is not taken up to reach full depth, in view of the fact that it is quite likely to correspond with
Layer 4 of Tr. 1 which yielded potshreds characteristic of this layer. These potshreds have not recurred
in upper layers. These shreds are also encountered in layer 4 of Tr. 1. The brick debris in this
trench also maintains the same slopy character which indicates that the stone steps might bave been
laid, leading to the tank. None of the stone steps is however found in this trench, as all of them have
been scrupulously removed to be utilised in the construction of a sluice to the tank.

Trench 3 - Bl : With a view to expose the continuation of the wall found in Tr. 1 this trench has
been dug upto 1.45 m,, while three fourths of the trench is bereft of any finds -but for the indication
rising of the bund at periodical intervals. The northern portion of the trench yielded continuation of the
debris of brick wall found in Tr.l. Al. As many as 9 layers have been marked on the western face of the
cross-section of the trench. Layers 1, 2, 3 and 4, are interspersed at 3 places by streaks of morrum
varying widely in thickness. The northern face of the trench solidly indicates layers 1, 2, 4 and 5
of trench 1. Leaving humus, layer 1 is indicated by a very thin deposit of minute gravelly brownish loose
earth. Layer 2 is indicated by a very thick deposit of morrum corresponding to the intervening deposit of
morrum on the western face of the trench. Layer 3 consists of compact morrum yellow-grey earth measuring
34cm. in thickness. Layer 4 corresponds to layer 5 of trench 1, exposing the construction period of the
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